HOOKPADDLE-

*BASS SERIES«
Hook and Paddle Bass Fishing Series Rules

The Hook and Paddle Bass Series rules outline essential terms and conditions governing
participation in competitive events hosted by Hook and Paddle (HP). These events, referred to as
"Competitions," include "Tournaments," which are live, in-person competitions, and
"Challenges," which are virtual and do not require physical gathering. These rules apply equally
to all participants, referred to as "Competitors," regardless of gender.

*Updated as of April 2026
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1. Overview of Competitions

Hook and Paddle competitions are structured as CPR (Catch-Photo-Release) contests.
Competitors are required to personally catch their fish, photograph them following specified
guidelines, and submit the lengths and images for verification. All submissions adhere to the HP
Competition Rules and specific event rules provided on the event registration page.

Competitors are responsible for understanding and following these rules. Violations can result in
penalties, including disqualification. Each event is overseen by a Tournament Director who
interprets and enforces the rules. Competitors may dispute decisions through a formal process.

2. Participation and Eligibility

e Only current Hook and Paddle Bass members are eligible to participate unless otherwise
stated. This is a one-time annual fee of $25 e-transfer to bcawthra@yahoo.com

o Professional guides may compete provided they have not guided for pay within the
tournament boundaries within 14 days prior to the event.

e Registration must be completed through a designated Tournament Management System
(TMS), with all fees and cancellation policies detailed on the event page. (TourneyX)

3. Fish Eligibility
e Only specified species of smallmouth or largemouth bass are eligible, with a minimum
length of 10 inches unless otherwise noted.
o Fish must be in acceptable condition and cannot be submitted more than once in multi-
day events.

For 2-day events:

o Fish must be caught that day
e Separate daily leaderboards + combined total = standings

4. Competition Period

Start and end dates, along with check-in procedures, are defined on each event registration page.
Competitors must strictly adhere to these timelines.


https://tourneyx.com/app/category/hook-and-paddle---canada

5. Pre-fishing Rules

Pre-fishing is defined as any fishing activity on eligible waters before the competition, and
tournament boundaries are restricted 5 days prior to any HP Bass tournament date . Restrictions
on timing and methods are outlined in event-specific rules.

Added for 2026:

e No fishing, graphing, or scouting on tournament waters during off-limits
e No receiving info from someone who DID fish it
e Penalty structure:

o st offense = disqualification

o Repeat = suspension

6. Competition Area

Competitions are restricted to publicly accessible waterways defined as "Eligible Water."
Competitors must comply with all local regulations and competition boundaries. Bridges, dams,
and restricted zones follow provincial law.

New Brunswick Fishing Guidelines

7. Cooperation and Assistance

o Competitors may not receive assistance in catching fish that are photographed and
submitted for scoring, including boat positioning, casting, retrieving, hooking, netting,
playing, or landing a fish. Violation will result in disqualification from the event.

e Competitors may fish with others before the event begins.

e During a tournament information sharing is strictly prohibited NOTE: Casual verbal
conversation with recreational anglers while on the water does not constitute cheating or
violation of this rule. Competitors MUST not use electronic devices or yelling to other
competitors to communicate fish location or species caught to other anglers during an
event. Competitors Must not solicit or provide information during these conversations or
interactions. If information is solicited, then competitors may submit a complaint
through the Disputes process.

o Before and during the event, competitors may:

o share gear, tackle, and equipment

o assist in photographing a fish for submission

o communicate with and fish in proximity to other people
e Define illegal info sharing:

o GPS locations


https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/erd/fish-and-wildlife/content/go-fishing.html

o Specific lure/pattern details
o Real-time bite updates
o Define legal interaction:
o General conversation with non-competitors
o Safety-related communication

Any communication that provides a competitive advantage specific to fish location, pattern, or
timing during the event is prohibited.

8. Fishing Tackle and Methods

e Only legal fishing gear and methods are allowed.

e Only ONE casting, spin-casting, spinning, or fly rod and reel may be in use at any one
time. A rod and reel are considered to be “in use” when a lure attached to it by a line is in
or on the water. A hung lure (one snagged in an overhanging tree) that is not in or on the
water is not considered in use and the attached rod and reel may be set aside while
another is in use.

o All fish must be caught using rod, reel, and line with artificial lures, no live or cut bait.

e Approved measuring boards must be used for photo submissions, please confirm with
tournament director if you are unsure about your board.

9. Photo Submission Guidelines

o Fish must be photographed with the specific tournament identifier number card visible.

e Photos must show the fish positioned correctly (mouth closed, dorsal fin up).

o Submissions that fail to meet guidelines may be denied or penalized. See here for more
details on Photo Criteria

Added 2026:
e Photo must be taken during tournament hours
o Identifier must be:
o Clearly visible

o Not reused from past events

Any attempt to reuse or alter previous photos will result in permanent ban.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wLjg_hknJAsIdaypNAD1S6NbVA3RjfUihYbM0ZYZ6QQ/edit?tab=t.0

10. Scoring and Tie-Breakers

o Fish are scored based on length by 4 inch — pinching tails is not acceptable.

e All fish to be submitted through Tourney X for verification and scoring.

o All initial scoring will be completed by pre-determined judge(s). Tournament
Director(s), Judge(s), or designates will have final say regarding scoring and
protests.

e 5 bass limits, only Largemouth and Smallmouth Bass are allowed. Your 5 (Five)
LONGEST verified lengths will be totaled for your score. Competitors are
responsible for ensuring their 5 fish are culled and are submitted correctly.

e 10” minimum limit. Fish under 10” will not count and should not be photographed

o Fish must be facing left, with nothing under the gill plate and eye visible.

e Mouth to be closed and touching end of measuring board. Event judge(s) must be
able to visually see the fish’s mouth touching the bump board. Any instance
wherethe pre-determined event judge(s) does not believe the fish’s mouth is
touching or where the photo angle prevents the judge(s) from making a
determination a 1”” deduction will be incurred. An open mouth is considered when
open approximately a ¥4” or more. This is at the discretion of the judges of what
is open or not. If you want to make sure the deduction is not made, make sure the
mouth is CLOSED.

e Recorded lengths are not final until verified by judge.

e Fish of similar lengths must be distinguishable between one another,
Disqualification of one of the fish will be up to tournament director or
predetermined event judge if fish are indistinguishable.

o Tail is to lay naturally on board with nothing holding its position, not pinched.

e A mangled or 'irregular' tail will be measured to the longest of the two tail points

e Nothing can be in the fish’s mouth while being photographed.

e Nothing can be used to hold the fish to the measuring board with the exception of
the competitor’s hand.

e Aslight flex in a measuring board resulting from a fish’s weight is allowed;
however, Competitors are prohibited from deliberately flexing or deforming a
measuring board by exerting pressure or reshaping it. Any modification of a
measuring board that results in misrepresentation of a fish’s actual length is
grounds for a competitor’s disqualification from the event and may result in
subsequent sanctions and penalties

e Placement Points:

Ist Place: 100 points

2nd Place: 95 points

3rd Place: 90 points

4th Place: 85 points

5th Place: 80 points

Points decrease by 5 points per placement until 20th place (5 points for 20th
place).

o All anglers finishing below 20th place will receive 5 participation points.
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o Big Bass Bonus:
o An additional 5 points are awarded to the angler who catches the largest bass in
each tournament.
o Ties will result in all anglers receiving bonus points
o Participation Bonus:
o Anglers who compete in all three tournaments will receive an additional 10-point
bonus added to their final score.
o Tie Breaker:
o Inthe event of a tie
Longest fish
Second longest
Earliest submission time
THEN coin toss

11. Penalties and Disqualification

o Penalties for rule violations include score reduction, disqualification, or bans from future
events.

e Cheating or fraudulent behavior will result in permanent expulsion and public disclosure
of findings.

o For a full explanation of deductions please review this document HP DEDUCTIONS

12. Safety Rules

e During competition, every Competitor must have all required Canadian approved safety
equipment on the watercraft. It is the responsibility of each competitor to fully understand
the requirements of their watercraft. The following is a list of examples only but not
limited to (e.g., light source, whistle or other audible signal devices, Canadian Coast
Guard / Transport Canada or DFO approved chest-type life preserver [PFD]).

o PFD Usage — At all times while actively engaged in competition, except as described
below (Rule 13.C. PFD Wear Exceptions), the Competitor must wear a fastened Canadian
certified PFD (inherent flotation or inflatable) or float jacket. A belt-style PFD, even one
that deploys as a vest, is not permitted during competition. When an infraction, as
described above, is verified by the Tournament Director, the competitor will forfeit
picture submissions and is disqualified from the event.

o PFD Wear Exceptions — The competitor assumes responsibility for all consequences of
removing his PFD. The competitor may cease competition and remove the PFD while his
watercraft is beached, anchored, or adrift only if doing so creates no unsafe condition.
The competitor must put on and securely fasten the PFD before going underway or
resuming competition.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wLjg_hknJAsIdaypNAD1S6NbVA3RjfUihYbM0ZYZ6QQ/edit?usp=sharing

o Ifall of the following conditions exist, Competitor may briefly remove his PFD
while afloat (anchored or adrift) to change, add or remove articles of clothing:
No fishing lines are in the water; and

The watercraft is not underway; and

Weather and water conditions permit one to do so safely; and

Competitor is over the age of 12.

e When finished changing your attire, the Competitor must immediately put the PFD back
on before going underway, fishing, or engaging in any other competition-related activity.

o Tournament Director has the right to postpone or cancel the start of an official
tournament day because of adverse weather conditions or other factors that jeopardize the
Competitors’ safety. Tournament waters may also be restricted at any time because of bad
weather.

o In the event of weather emergencies that pose an imminent threat to Competitors, the
Tournament Director may terminate competition before the scheduled end-of-competition
time. An early termination announcement with an adjusted end-of-competition time will
be broadcast to Competitors via email or group text messaging. It will also be posted on
social media sites. The announcement will also specify an adjusted report-in time and
location. If safe to do so, upon receiving the notification, the competitor should make his
way to the specified location at that time. The competitor is required to stop fishing as
soon as he receives the early termination announcement. No photos of fish caught after
the adjusted end-of-competition time may be submitted for scoring. However, to
accommodate those seeking shelter immediately, the competitor has up to 15 minutes
after the adjusted end time to submit a photo of any fish caught before the adjusted end-
of-competition time/photo submission deadline.

o In the event of an emergency, the Competitor should call 911 first and then notify
tournament officials as soon as possible.

e Use of alcohol or drugs (other than those purchased over the counter or prescribed by a
licensed physician) by any Competitor during an Event will not be tolerated and cause
for automatic disqualification from the H&P competitions. No alcoholic beverages, non-
prescription stimulants, or depressants shall be allowed in watercraft during competition
days.
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13. Competitor Conduct

Competitors are expected to display sportsmanship and integrity. Violations may lead to
disqualification and forfeiture of prizes. Competitors participating in any H&P event must
observe the applicable rules for the Competition and must conduct themselves at all times in a
manner that reflects favorably on the sport of kayak fishing, H&P, its members, or sponsors.
Competitors are expected to follow high standards of sportsmanship, courtesy, integrity, safety,
and conservation in support of the sport of kayak fishing, especially when in the vicinity of non-
competitors who may be on or beside Eligible Water. Any Competitor who violates these
principles, intentionally violates H&P Competition Rules or regulations (attempts to commit
fraud), or behaves in ways that reflect unfavorably upon H&P’s efforts to promote fisheries
conservation, clean waters, and courtesy, may forfeit competition winnings, face suspension
from future H&P competitions, be permanently banned from competition, or any combination



thereof deemed appropriate by H&P. Any behavior deemed unsportsmanlike or against the spirit
of fair competition may result in penalties at the discretion of the Tournament Director.

14. Disputes and Appeals

If a Competitor wishes to dispute a rules violation penalty, a judge’s scoring decision, a
Tournament Director’s decision or other action that materially affected the Competitor’s
ranking or prize eligibility, he must submit a dispute within 24 hours from official results
posting. The dispute must be emailed or texted to H&P Tournament Director and include
the following:

o Event title, location, and date

o Description or identification of penalty imposed, or condition being disputed

o Reference to pertinent rule

o Reason for dispute and requested action
Except for situations involving fraud or other law violations, any disputes submitted after
the 24- hour dispute deadline will be reviewed without affecting the outcome of an event.
No change in rank or reward will result from disputes submitted after the deadline. Only
Competitors in the Event where the disputed action occurred may submit disputes.
Disputes must be handled privately. All parties directly involved will be provided a copy
of the dispute. The Tournament Director (for judge’s rulings) or Tournament Panel (for
Tournament Director rulings) will review the Competitor’s claims, thoroughly investigate
the disputed decision, and issue a ruling.
Non-Tournament disputes can be submitted after 24 hours, but must still be submitted
officially as per the process above, by stating what you want to dispute clearly.
Tournament Director will then decide if a panel is needed, or if any warnings,
disqualifications or disciplinary action is needed.
Tournament Director will rule on all disputes unless they directly include the Tournament
Director in which case a Tournament Panel will be generated on the day in question or
within the dispute timeframe to resolve the issues.
Tournament Panel will be composed of Competitors of the series. These will be
randomized selections and consist of 4 competitors (unless one of the randomized
selections happens to be the competitor with the dispute or the competitors for whom the
dispute is being laid against).
Tournament Director and/or Tournament Panel rulings are final.

15. Public Comments and Social Media

Hook & Paddle is built on competition, community, and conservation

The favorable public reputation of H&P in the sport of kayak fishing, the integrity of its
officials, and the reputation of its media channels are valuable assets and tangible benefits
for H&P. Accordingly, it is an obligation of competitors to refrain from comments in
public forums and social media or to the news media that unreasonably attack or



disparage the integrity of Kayak Fishing competitions, tournament officials, sponsors,
fellow members, fellow Competitors, or the H&P organization. Competitors are
encouraged to express themselves and have the right to question the rules of officials.
Responsible expressions of legitimate disagreement with H&P policies are encouraged,
as opposed to attacks upon the integrity of the rules or officials. However, public
comments that a Competitor knows, or should reasonably know, will harm the reputation
of Kayak Fishing, H&P officials, H&P members or sponsors, may result in disciplinary
action.

e Sponsor contributions will not be devalued by disputes or disagreements in public forums
or social media platforms.

o Publicly disputing a judge’s ruling or any dispute decision by a H&P Tournament
Director or Tournament Panel will result in the participant receiving a warning for a first
offense. A repeat of the offense will result in disciplinary action up to disqualification
from the current Event and permanent termination of eligibility for future H&P
competitions. This provision is not intended to discourage legitimate disputes but to
ensure that a fair and unbiased approach is used, and the approved challenge processes
are followed in determining the best possible outcome.

e By participating, competitors grant HP rights to use photos, video, and likeness for
promotional purposes.

16. Unavailability and Force Majeure

Hook and Paddle is not responsible for cancellations due to natural disasters or other
uncontrollable events.

This document provides a comprehensive framework to ensure fairness, safety, and integrity in
all Hook and Paddle CPR kayak fishing competitions. Competitors are encouraged to familiarize
themselves with these rules to enhance their experience and uphold the sport’s values.
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